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Franke became a war hero whose name the German
people could not easily forget.
Yet two months after all this ado the Nazi radio and
the Nazi press admitted casually that the Ark Royal
had not really been sunk, but escaped with heavy damage.
Actually it had been merely rocked by a bomb which
fell near.
The German people fall for all this Franke nonsense.
The ultimate truth, given little prominence, does not
detract much from the pleasure they were given by the
original lie. Goebbels may not in the end beat the
"grumbler" and the "defeatist". He cannot in the long
run explain away all the inner difficulties of the Reich.
But he will certainly hold out a long time yet and will
continue to paint the progress of the war in rosy colours.
There was no Goebbels during the last Great War
and yet in 1918 the defeat of the German army in the
field came as a complete surprise to the overwhelming
majority of the German people. They were so easy to
deceive.
Goebbels is building on this. He knows that millions
of Germans will tighten their belts so long as they believe
they can help Germany to victory. And the greater the
sacrifice which Hitler must demand from the people,
the more readily do they believe in the tales of military
success and victory in the field.
They could not have otherwise accepted the explana-
tion of the Graf Spee "victory" in the mouth of the
River Plate. But the propagandists handled this awkward
affair cleverly. One German ship against three; retire-
ment into Montevideo harbour for repairs; refusal of
the Uruguayan government to give sufficient time to
carry out these repairs; British Navy reinforcements
assembled in front of the harbour to capture the ,Graf